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• Several startups have innovative ideas / solutions that can meet the
requirements of stakeholders in other countries.

• Some of their technological innovations may even have better market
opportunities in countries other than the home country of the startup

• There are several challenges for startups to establish as successful in foreign
markets that can help in expanding their geographic coverage and sources of
revenue.

• Some of the Challenges are: Regulatory approvals, Requirement of Product
localization; Need for sales/service/operations teams on the ground; Local
competition, and what competitive advantage they have (ROB MOFFAT,
BALDERTON CAPITAL)

Introduction



• Cross-border cooperation provides enormous opportunities for startups to
grow financially, technologically as well as geographically

• The networks and partnerships help them can gain access to a larger market
and hence revenue generation possibilities also are immense

• They also learn from experiences, failures, success stories and best practices
from their counterparts that makes them more competitive in a globalized
and interconnected world

• Regional cooperation also helps them in terms of gaining access to new
technologies and capital that helps them to expand their portfolio and/or
market share

Regional Cooperation for SMEs and Technology Startups



Enabling Environment for Startups 
Sound monetary policy to control inflation preserves individual
savings that are so often used as seed capital for start-ups.

Openness to competition and investment prepares startups for
the global economy.

Factor endowments can be natural resources, human capital or
an advantageous geographic location. In the absence of valuable
natural resources, a diligent, well-educated workforce,
favourable geographical location and a well-trained civil service
to direct industrial development can be ample compensation.

Entrepreneurship culture - an appetite for risk and prosperity.
Fear of failure and the stigma attached to failure, hinder
entrepreneurial activity

Infrastructure: Reliable roads, ports, electricity, water, and
other such facilities
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APCTT’s Regional Cooperation Platforms for 
SMEs and Startups 

APCTT has developed various free of cost, regional information

repositories in the form of internet-based on-line tools and

information platforms. Some of the key technology transfer on-line

tools / information platforms are provided below:

❖Technology4sme Database (www.apctt.org)

❖Global Technology Databases (www.apctt.org)

❖ Renewable Energy Technology Bank (www.apctt.org)



APCTT’s Regional Cooperation Platforms for 
SMEs and Startups 

Technology4sme is

➢ A regional platform for technology suppliers and seekers from the 
Asia-Pacific region and beyond

➢ An IT powered mechanism that helps technology based small and 
medium enterprises in exploring opportunities across the region 

➢ An effective source of information on technological development at 
regional level and also on technology related events such as 
conferences, workshops, exhibitions organized in the Asia Pacific 
region 



APCTT’s Regional Cooperation Platforms for 
SMEs and Startups 



Preparing & Uploading Tech offers / Tech requests

Uploading Tech Offers                                Uploading Tech Requests



Renewable Energy 
Technology Bank

Global Technology 
Databases



SATNET Agricultural Technology Database



APCTT is assisting SMEs, R&D Institutions, Researchers,

Technology Seekers, Technology Providers, Government

Organizations through

➢ Sharing information on technology sources

➢ Technology based business partnerships

➢ Latest trends in specific technological sectors (through

publications)

➢ Cross-border technology transfer events (B2B meetings in

specific sectors).

DirectTechnologyTransfer Mechanisms



Establishment of India SME Technology Services Ltd.

• In partnership with the Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI), APCTT incubated the Technology Bureau for Small
Enterprises (TBSE) in its premises by providing access to technology
transfer networks that the Centre had established over a period
time as well as the technology databases

• TBSE has been renamed as India SME Technology Services Limited
(ISTSL). It is currently operating independently and providing vital
support to Indian SMEs in technology transfer and financing.

Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.)

Establishment of Technology Parks and Indian University 
Technology Database

❖ APCTT in partnership with UNDP implemented a project entitled,
“Nurturing Technological entrepreneurship through S&T
Entrepreneurship Parks (STEPS) & Technology Business Incubators
(TBIs)”.

❖ Two technology business incubators were established. In
partnership with Science and Technology Park, University of Pune
and UNDP

❖ APCTT also set up the University Grants Commission’s Indian
University Technology Database which is the key technology
transfer database for technologies developed by Indian universities.
This database covered about 17 technological sectors.



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.)



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.)

Technology Transfer Capacity Building

Training of Trainers Programme on Technology Transfer

APCTT has been organizing Training of Trainers (ToT)

programmes on Planning and Managing Technology Transfer

projects for strengthening the technology transfer capacity of

ESCAP member countries. Over 5000 representatives from

SMEs and SME support institutions have been trained by

APCTT in Bangladesh, Nepal, Thailand, Philippines, India, Fiji

Islands, Pakistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Sri Lanka, Viet

Nam, Malaysia, Indonesia and China.



Concluding Remarks

• Unless an enabling environment that nurtures and supports startups is
available, countries’ transition from manufacturing economy to knowledge
economy will not be possible

• Strengthening National Innovation Systems (NIS) that governs the science,
technology and innovation ecosystem is the most critical step for developing
countries to bridge technological gap with developed economies .

• APCTT supports Startups through its technology transfer platforms,
knowledge products, partnership channels through its regional cooperation
networks in new and emerging technological areas and business fora such as
the Asia Pacific Business Forum (APBF) organized by United Nations ESCAP



Concluding Remarks

• To provide support to startups for developing critical skills in
cross-border technology transfer, APCTT organizes technology
transfer capacity building programme for startup promotion
agencies in member states.

• This programme aims at imparting skills in technology transfer
and the use of TT planning and implementing approaches to
carefully selected trainers from participating member countries.

• These trainers will then train others thereby creating a
multiplier effect so that within a short period a critical mass of
skills can be developed in each participating member country to
provide assistance to startups.
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