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International Organizations in Technology 

Transfer 

 International Organizations play a crucial role in facilitating technology 
transfer (TT) among countries, as they work across borders  
 

 Many international organizations have established dedicated networks 
and initiatives for promoting cross-border technology transfer.  
 

 They contribute significantly to the worldwide exchange of knowledge 
and best practices, addressing the lack of awareness and the need for 
capacity-building.  
 

 International organizations facilitate access to technologies, 
partnerships, finance and various other support mechanisms 
 

 The Online Platform of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) is 
an excellent example of what International Organizations can do to 
facilitate cross-border TT 



International Organizations in Technology 

Transfer 



Introduction to APCTT 

  

 Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of 

Technology (APCTT) was established in 

1977 by the member countries of the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP). 

 

  

 Located initially in Bangalore, India. It is 

now based in New Delhi, India since 1993. 

 

  



Objectives 

Assist member and associate 

member countries of United Nations 

ESCAP in strengthening their 

capabilities to: 

 

 Develop and manage national innovation systems;  

 

 Develop, transfer, adapt and apply technology; 

  

 Improve the terms of transfer of technology; and  

 

 Identify and promote the development and transfer 

of technologies relevant to the region.. 

 

 

 



Member Countries 

observers 



Key Focus Areas of APCTT 

 Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 

Development and adoption of sound science, technology and 

innovation (STI) policies and support mechanisms by member 

countries for fostering technology innovation, technology-

based entrepreneurship and competitiveness of SMEs. 

 

Technology Transfer 

Member country institutional capacity building to identify, 

acquire and adopt technologies and provide IT-enabled 

mechanisms to facilitate technology transfer and related 

intermediary services.  

 

Technology Intelligence 

 Provide IT-enabled access to technology information services 

to technology stakeholders in member countries and undertake 

normative and analytical studies. 



 

APCTT’s Work Programme 

  Enabling member countries to continuously upgrade the technology 
transfer capacity of SMEs and technology intermediaries through 
“training of trainer” programmes; 

 

 Assisting them to refine their national innovation systems to promote 
sustainable and inclusive development, and foster social 
entrepreneurship 

 

 Promoting the development of networks among R&D institutes in the 
Asian and Pacific region to enhance collaboration, the sharing of 
experiences and the benchmarking of effective research and 
development management practices in new and emerging 
technologies  

 

 Fostering South-South, North-South as well as triangular cooperation 
in technology transfer to address issues related to poverty alleviation, 
energy security, and low-carbon green growth  

 



 

APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 

Technology Transfer and Market Linkages 

 
APCTT has developed various free of cost, regional 

information repositories in the form of internet-based on-line 

tools and information platforms. Some of the key technology 

transfer on-line tools / information platforms are provided 

below: 

 Technology4sme Database (www.apctt.org) 

Global Technology Databases (www.apctt.org) 

  Renewable Energy Technology Bank (www.apctt.org) 

 Tech Monitor. Net (www.techmonitor.net) 

 



APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools.… 

Technology4sme is 

 

  A regional platform for technology suppliers and seekers from the 

Asia-Pacific region and beyond 

 

  An IT powered mechanism that helps technology based small and 

medium enterprises in exploring opportunities across the region  

 

  An effective source of information on technological development at 

regional level and also on technology related events such as 

conferences, workshops, exhibitions organized in the Asia Pacific 

region  

 



APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools … 

Target Group 
 

• SMEs: the technology based small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) primarily from the Asia Pacific region; 

 

•  Tech Suppliers: the technology developers keen on selling 
their technologies to potential customers from the Asia Pacific 
region; 

 

•  Tech Seekers: the SMEs from the Asia Pacific region keen to 
source new technologies to upgrade, expand, or start new 
ventures; 

 

•  Policy Makers: the technology experts keen to know about 
the technology trends, tech news and tech events in the 
region 

 



APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools … 

Why Technology4SME? 

 

 Free of cost service provided by UN-APCTT 

 

 Transparency 

 

  To explore market opportunities / technologies in the 
Asia Pacific region and beyond  

 

 Opportunity to showcase the technologies / products in 
the main page, free of cost for a fortnight  

 



APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools … 



Preparing & Uploading Tech offers / Tech requests 

Uploading Tech Offers                                Uploading Tech Requests 



Global Technology 
Databases 

Renewable Energy 
Technology Bank 



Technology Intelligence 



APCTT’s Direct Technology Transfer 

Facilitation Mechanisms 

• APCTT is ready to assist SMEs, R&D Institutions, 

Researchers, Technology Seekers, Technology Providers, 

Government Organizations and other relevant stakeholders in 

multiple ways including, sharing information on technology 

sources, technology based business partnerships, latest 

trends in specific technological sectors (through 

publications) as well as cross-border technology transfer 

events (B2B meetings in specific sectors).  

 

• Besides, APCTT organizes “Training of Trainers” 

programmes in the area of technology transfer in partnership 

with key government organizations and public institutions. 

 

 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

  

Establishment of India SME Technology Services Limited 

 

In partnership with the Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI), APCTT incubated the Technology Bureau for Small 
Enterprises (TBSE) in its premises by providing access to technology 
transfer networks that the Centre had established over a period time 
as well as the technology databases. TBSE has been renamed as 
India SME Technology Services Limited (ISTSL). It is currently 
operating independently and providing vital support to Indian SMEs 
in technology transfer and financing. 

 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

 Establishment of Technology Parks and Indian University 
Technology Database 

 APCTT in partnership with UNDP implemented a project entitled, 
“Nurturing Technological entrepreneurship through S&T 
Entrepreneurship Parks (STEPS) & Technology Business Incubators 
(TBIs)”. 

 Two technology business incubators were established. In 
partnership with Science and Technology Park, University of Pune 
and UNDP 

 APCTT also set up the University Grants Commission’s Indian 
University Technology Database which is the key technology 
transfer database for technologies developed by Indian universities. 
This database covered about 17 technological sectors. 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

  

Technology Transfer Capacity Building 

 

Training of Trainers Programme on Technology Transfer 

APCTT has been organizing Training of Trainers (ToT) 

programmes on Planning and Managing Technology Transfer 

projects for strengthening the technology transfer capacity of 

ESCAP member countries.  Over the years, around 5000 

technology transfer professionals have been trained by APCTT 

in Thailand, Philippines, India, Japan, Fiji Islands, Pakistan, 

Islamic Republic of Iran, Sri Lanka, Viet Nam, Malaysia, 

Indonesia and China.  

 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments  

SATNET Asia Programme of Work – South Asia Component 
 
1. Established a Biological Control Unit in the National Plant Protection Centre, Bhutan to assist 

Bhutan in its Organic Agriculture Roadmap. 
 

2. Trained over 400 participants from 6 countries in South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Nepal and Pakistan) on various aspects of sustainable agriculture and agricultural trade 
facilitation. 
 

3. A smallholder farmer association in South India got market access to Iran for their banana 
exports through the adoption of “Electronic Traceability” related procedures and practices, a 
Regional Training Workshop organized by APCTT in partnership with TID-ESCAP. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

Renewable Energy Cooperation-Network 

for the Asia-Pacific (RECAP) 
• APCTT, with the active involvement of 15 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region established 
RECAP as an institutional cooperation mechanism 
for promoting renewable energy in the region (In 
Support of ESCAP Resolution 
E/ESCAP/64/L.13/Rev. 1 dated. 29 April 2008) 

 

• A Renewable Energy Technology Bank (RET-Bank) 
was also established as an on-line repository of 
information on tested and proven pro-poor 
renewable energy technologies 

 

• APCTT trained over 350 participants from 15 
RECAP member countries on technical, policy as 
well as business facilitation aspects. 

 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

Technical Cooperation Under Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT) 

• APCTT, through its knowledge partner, World Vegetable Centre 
(AVRDC) transferred 60 elite climate resilient mung bean varieties 
from India to Myanmar for supporting smallholder farmers in the 
central dry zone of Myanmar 

 

• Facilitated the establishment of several seed banks and farmer-led 
seed enterprises in Myanmar 

 

• The Mandalay Farmer Association has initiated mung bean seed 
production  

 

• Several seed producer groups were set up that will multiply the sun 
hemp (Crotalaria) green manure seeds 

 
 

 

 



Selected Examples of Key Accomplishments 

(Contd.) 

 Technology Transfer Support Services 

 

 APCTT’s www.technology4sme Database acts as a “Regional 
Technology Transfer Market Place” and offers a free platform for 
technology seekers and technology suppliers to exchange 
information on technology-based business partnership 
opportunities. Currently this database has more than 1800 
technology offers and requests in about 30 industrial sectors. 

 

National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) under DSIR, 
Government of India transferred more than 100 technologies from 
APCTT’s Technology4SME database 

http://www.technology4sme/


 
Concluding Remarks 

 
 There are multiple ways in which international organizations such 

as APCTT could extend support for cross-border technology transfer 

 

 There are no charges/fee for using any of the services offered by 
APCTT 

 

 Being a Regional Institution of United Nations with a specific 
mandate to promote technology transfer, APCTT strives to be an 
enabling platform for knowledge sharing, regional networking and 
capacity building 

 

 APCTT promotes cross-border cooperation for facilitating 
technology-driven sustainable and inclusive development in 
countries in the Asia Pacific region. 

 

 



Disclaimer 

 The views expressed in this session are those of the author and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Secretariat of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific.  

 

 The description and classification of countries and territories used, and the arrangements 

of the material, do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 

Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, of its 

authorities, concerning the delineation of its frontiers or boundaries, or regarding its 

economic system or degree of development.  

 

 Designations such as ‘developed’, ‘industrialised’ and ‘developing’ are intended for 

convenience and do not necessarily express a judgement about the stage reached by a 

particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names, 

commercial products and/or technologies does not imply the endorsement of the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 
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P.O. Box 4575, C-2, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi – 110 016 

Tel : 91-11-3097-3758     |       Fax : 91-11-26856274 

Email : srinivasaraghavan@un.org      |       Website : www.apctt.org 
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